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To commemorate the historic Quaker and African American cemeteries 

1807-1890 

 

In August 2018, descendants and volunteers working to protect the cemeteries 
at Walter Pierce Park asked the DC Department of Parks & Recreation and 
Department of General Services to create a commemorative space to honor the 
8,428 people buried at the site, proposing an “Ancestors Pavilion.” The 
descendants and their supporters agreed that:  
  

• the Pavilion should send a message of resilience, respect, healing, and 
benevolence;  

• there should be no disturbance of the land in creating the space;  

• the names, ages, and years of death of the buried would be listed on nine 
signs along an existing centrally located wall, facing Adams Mill Road;  

• the signs would tell the story of the site, the people, and the park; 

• the bricks in front of the wall should be re-laid to incorporate a millstone 
motif to honor the miller who founded the Quaker cemetery; 

• park entry signs should read “Walter Pierce Park – Site of Historic African 
American and Quaker Cemeteries” 

• The Pavilion should be an accessible space for readings, performances, 
contemplation, and rejuvenation. It should be a space for the living! 

 
Materials prepared by Mary Belcher, 202-390-9069, maryjbelcher@comcast.net  



OVERALL PROJECT MOCK-UPS-1 

 

ANCESTORS PAVILION FOR WALTER PIERCE PARK, PROPOSED BY DESCENDANTS 

AND THEIR SUPPORTERS TO DC DPR/DGS AUGUST 2018 

ABOVE: VIEWS OF THE EXISTING BRICK WALL WEST OF THE GRASSY OVAL ON 

THE ADAMS MILL ROAD END OF THE PARK. THE WALL SEPARATES THE UPPER 

AND LOWER PARTS OF THE PARK. IT IS 66’ LONG BY 36” HIGH. 
 

 

ABOVE: PROPOSED SIGNAGE FOR THE ANCESTORS PAVILION WOULD FEATURE 

THE NAMES, AGES, AND YEARS OF DEATH OF THE MORE THAN 8,000 PEOPLE 

BURIED AT THE CEMETERIES, 1807-1890.  

NINE 6’x2’ SIGNS WOULD BE MOUNTED TO THE WALL AT AN ANGLE FOR EASE 

OF READING. ALL SIGNAGE WOULD BE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH. 

 



OVERALL PROJECT MOCK-UPS-2 

EACH SIGN ON THE WALL OF WOULD 

SHOW THE NAMES, ALPHABETICALLY 

LISTED, SO THAT VISITORS CAN FIND 

THEIR ANCESTORS. THE NAMES 

WOULD BE INTERSPERSED WITH 

NARRATIVES AND PHOTOS THAT TELL 

THE STORY OF THE CEMETERIES, THE 

PEOPLE, AND THE CREATION OF 

WALTER PIERCE PARK.  

 

AT TOP AND BOTTOM: SAMPLE SIGNS. 

AT RIGHT: CLOSE-UP OF SIGN. 
 

 

 



OVERALL PROJECT MOCK-UPS-3 

AT LEFT: THE EXISTING BRICK PAVEMENT 

AT THE WALL. THE DESCENDANTS 

PROPOSE THAT THE BRICK BE RE-LAID OR 

REPLACED TO HELP DEFINE THE 

COMMEMORATIVE SPACE.  

THEY PROPOSE THAT JONATHAN 

SHOEMAKER, THE MILLER WHO DONATED 

LAND FOR THE QUAKER CEMETERY IN 

1807, BE HONORED WITH THE INCORPORATION OF A MILLSTONE (REAL OR 

FABRICATED) OR MILLSTONE DESIGN IN THE PAVEMENT. 

 

MILLSTONES/MILLSTONE MOTIF IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN (INTERNET PHOTOS) 

  



OVERALL PROJECT MOCK-UPS-4 

RE-PAINTED PARK ENTRY SIGNS, which now say “Walter Pierce Park,” could say 

“Walter Pierce Park – Site of historic African American and Quaker Cemeteries.” 

ABOVE: EXISTING SIGN. 

AT RIGHT AND BELOW: PROPOSED REPAINTED SIGNS. 

 

  



SIGN MOCK-UPS-1 

SAMPLE 2’x6’ PANELS, SHOWING SIGN PROPORTIONS, WITH NAMES AND 

INSETS 

 

 

 

 



SIGN MOCK-UPS-2 

SAMPLE INSET, NAMES SIGNS: SOLDIERS & SAILORS BURIED AT WALTER PIERCE 
Note: Spanish translation on this sample was done with a Word program, so there might be 
errors. Actual signage would contain translation by Spanish-speaking writer. 
 



SIGN MOCK-UPS-3 

SAMPLE INSET, NAMES SIGNS: NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SITE 
Note: Spanish translation on this sample was done with a Word program, so there might be 
errors. Actual signage would contain translation by a Spanish-speaking writer. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIGN MOCK-UPS-4 

SAMPLE INSET, NAMES SIGNS: ARCHAEOLOGY. Note: Spanish translation on this sample was 
done with a Word program; there might be errors. Actual signage would be translated by a 
Spanish-speaking writer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


